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RIO VERDE DR.

required elements
structural elements

assure compliance
design aesthetics

assure constructability

foundation

required/desired elements

regulations/codes/ordinances

inspections

development reviewspecific plans

community vision/legal foundation

guidelines

built environment

general plan/

character and neighborhood plans

points:k e y

was it developed?w h y

does it apply?w h e r e

is it?
w h a t

FISCALS is an electronic spreadsheet model developed for the City of 
Scottsdale in 1995 by Tischler and Associates, a consulting firm of 
fiscal, economic, and market analysts. The model provides projection, 
analysis, and evaluation of the fiscal impact of growth and 
development on a year-by-year demand base over a period of 20 
years. 

Citywide and by each of the City's five planning zones. (see map)

City staff and departments can use FISCALS as a tool in preparing 
individual operating and capital facilities development plans. 
City Council, Boards and Commissions. 

FISCALS was commissioned to help the City determine whether growth 
in Scottsdale was "paying for itself", and to allow the city to analyze 
growth and development costs and benefits.  

FISCALS is designed to:

FISCALS enables rapid data manipulation for comparative analyses of 
alternative scenarios involving varying growth policies, service levels, 
funding methods, cost, and rate structures.

The better the information maintained in FISCALS, the better the 
model projects needs.

The conclusion of the Tischler study in 1995 was that growth does pay 
for itself through:

needs to use it?w h o

FISCALS

FISCALS FI
SC

AL
S

and related articles:r e f e r e n c e s

is the full policy?
w h e r e

The master copy of FISCALS resides in the Planning and Design unit of
Scottsdale's Planning and Development Services Department.

City of Scottsdale General Plan (2001) 
Land Use Impact Model
Demographic Databases     5/4/04

a. Provide comprehensive information on the fiscal impact of 
    development on all Citywide operating and capital facilities demands. 
b. Project annual growth in housing, population, employment, and 
    employment construction over a 20-year period.
c. Project net and cumulative net revenues from future land
    development.
d. Enable comparative and isolated analyses of alternative growth
    policies, scenarios, and development proposals for the entire
    City as well as by each of the City's five Planning Zones.

a. combined permit and development fees 
b. increased sales and property taxes
c. high valuation of new construction
d. development exactions
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ZONE A (23 sq. mi.) includes the Downtown Business/Entertainment 
District and the most mature neighborhoods in the community 
 
ZONE B (8.92 sq. mi.) includes the Scottsdale Airpark, the fastest 
growing and one of the three largest employment centers 
in the metropolitan area

ZONE C (57.65 sq. mi.) covers the East Shea area, McDowell Mountain 
Ranch, DC Ranch, and Greyhawk (all major master planned 
developments), and the McDowell Sonoran Preserve. 

ZONE D (36.4 sq. mi.) encompasses the Pinnacle Peak,  Desert 
Highlands, and Troon communities, and large undeveloped tracts

ZONE E (58.34 sq. mi.) includes Terravita, the Boulders, Desert 
Mountain, Legend Trails, 16,000-acres of State Trust Lands, and other 
undeveloped lands

Planning Zones
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D

C


